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voting could be adopted in a district not
divided into wards. Otherwise, where more
than one candidate is to be elected there is
great difficulty in ctonnting the votes. I
have been assured that at one election in
this State where two positions had to be
filled, it took no less than&25 counts of the
votes to arrive at the result. If that is so,
it would be extremely difficult in many
places for the officials of the local authori-
ties to count the votes. Hon. members will
observe that the system of preferential
voting proposed by this Bill is the same as
that adopted for Parliamentary elections.
The adoption of preferential voting in
municipal elections will largely do away
with that system which is a curse
to-day - justices of the peace going
around municipalities with ballot papers
and filling them up with the names of
their personal friends. A municipal voter
has now a month in which to vote be-
fore tbe election is held, but under
preferential voting only seven days wilt
elapse between nonmination and election, and
that will be the limit of time during which
ballot papers can be hawked about. Thus
the justice of the peace will be largely pre-
vented from canvassing for personal friends,
as occasionally be does in return for pay-
.meat. The clause dealing with that matter
has been omitted from the Bill, but I shall
introduce it if the measure passes the
second reading. Hon. members will observe
thlat I1 "h ave resatricted the Bill to a very
few matters, iny chief object being to allow
the House to express an opinion on the prin-
ciple Of Dne ratepayer one vote. It is the
fairest system that can be adopted; it is
fair to the property o-wnier, fair to the occu-
pier, and fair to all persons concerned in
the election of members of municipal bodies.
Under the present municipal law property
owners are protected so far as loans are
concerned, because the Municipalities Act
provides that an the question of a loan only
property owners may vote, the reason being
that their property is to be mortgaged for
repayment of the loan. But as regards the
management of the municipality and the
condilct of municipal affairs, the owner, un-
less he is an occupier, has no vote at all.
An owner who is not an occupier cannot
vote in the election of matyor and council-
lors. I consider that thjis Bill will be the
means of doing away with a good deal of
the unfairness which now exists. "Why should
one man have the right to east four votes
for mayor?

The Minister for Works. Why should he
not?

Hon. Wr C. ANGWIN:- I will tell the
Minister -why not. Very few of the men
who have the right to east four votes for
mayor are owners of property. The Ma-
jority of them are occupiers. Now, an occu-
pier has not so large* an interest at stake in
the municipality as has the owner, who to-
day Can cast only one vote. Every penny
that a man posesses has been spent in build-
lng a home for himself and hie resides in it,

and that man, as the owner of the property,
is entitled to exercise one vote only. The
advancement of the district is to him a mat-
ter of much greater importance than it is to
the occupier of a place, and that occupier
perhalps has the right to cast four votes.
That 'occupier may not have any special in-
terest in the municipality at all. The posi-
tion is unfair, unjust, and it is, not equit-
able, and. consequently we do not get the
best adtnihist ration in connection with our
municipal system. The Bill which I am in-
troducing will remedy that defect. In New
South "Wales a; measure on similar lines has
been introduced. That is the most populous
State in the Conmnonwealtb and it has been
realised there that the system which has
been. in force in the past has been detri-
mental to the best interests of the State,
and consequently they have altered the sys-
temn of voting. They are following up the
practice adopted in New Zealand, South
Australia and in other countries of the world
except Victoria, Western Australia and a
portion of Queensland. I can confidently
ask hon. members to agree to the Bill which
will Provide for a system in force in nearly
every part of the world. I move-

-That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Oil motion by the Minister for Works the
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.88 p-rn.

leofolattve Council,
Thursday, End October, 19.19.
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The PRESIDENT took the.Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

POINT OF ORDER?-PAPERS ORDERED.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [4,33]:
May I draw your attention, Mr. President,
to a matter which affects the rights of this
H1ouse? On the 11th September last the
Council passed, at my instance, the following
resolution:

That all papers in connection with the
amended regulations under the Explosives
Act, 1895, laid on the Table of the House
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by thle Minister for Education on the 2nd
September, 1919, be laid on the Table of
the House.

A new regulation under the Explosives Act
had been gazetted, and I wanted Ao know
exactly what that regulation meant. I had
previously, on the 14th August, asked the
Mfiister for Education the following ques-
tion -

What restrictions or regulations are in
operation, or are likely to be brought into
operation, with reference to the use of
sodium nitrate in nitro-glycerine ex-
plosites9.

The Minister replied-
Regulations are 31ow being framed and

will be gazetted on Friday next, permit-
ting the use of sodium nitrate in mining
explosive;, provided that the presence of
that oompound is indicated in the mark-.
ing of the cases.

That is a definite reply to a definite ques-
tion.

The PRESIDENT: The hot. member
must, please, for both our sakes, state his
point of order as shortly as possible.

Hon. H. STEWART-. This Rouse or-
derod the laying on the Table of certain
papers. My object in moving for their pro-
duction was that 1, and others interested,'
should be able to ascertain the exact effect
of the amended regulations before they came
into force. After the lapse of more than a
fortnight, Mines Department fl~e q19/19, re-
ferring to mining stores, explosives, ae.,
was laid on thle Table yesterday. Onl going
through the file I found that the three
paper~s which Would give the informiation
nceesimary for an uderstanding of the
amtended. regulations had been removed from
the file, and in lieu of them, presumably a
49cross- reference shet had been inserted,
-reading-

Note.-Confldentital Order in Council de-
fining thle composition of SN. gelignite
dyniamite and P.N. gelatine dynamite
withdrawn and put up in confidential -file
No. Mines 705/13.

I am being put to endless trouble to obtain
the iniformation I need, and I ask your rnl-
ing, Sir, as to whether the order of the
House for the prodnction of tile whole of
the papers' is complied -with by the produc-
tion of a file from which certain documents
are missing

The PRESIDENT [4.35].: The circum-
stances relattiag to the production of papers
are laid down on pages 509 and 510, of
''May," Tenth E2dition, and are as fob-
lows-

If parties neglect to make returns in
reasonable thus, they are ordered to
make them forthwith; or so much of re-
turnis as has9 not been made. If they con-
tinue to withhold them, they are ordered
to attend ait the bar of the House.; and,
unless they satisfactorily explain the
cause of their neglect, and comply with
the order of the Rouse, they will be cen-

suredl or puuished according to the cir-
cuistunees of the case.

There are, however, certain modifying air-
cumnstauces which are alluded to-

Returns may be moved for, either by
order or add ross, relating to any public
matter, in which the House or the Crown
has jurisdiction. . . . The papers and
correspondence sought from Government
departments should be of a public and
official character, and not private or con-
fidential. .- . . However ample the power
of each House to enforce the production
of papers, a sufficient cause must be shown
for the exercise of that power; and if
considerations of public policy cam be
urged against a motion for papers, it is
either with drawn, or otherwise dealt with
according to the judgment of the House.

MHy ruling in this question is that unless the
leader of the House can show that the pro-
duoction of these papers is contrary to public
policy, the papers should be produced.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. C. F.
Baxter-East) [4.38]: 1 have no knowledge
that any papers have beea removed from the
file in question, and of course it is not pran-
tic-able for me to reply this afternoon, Mr.
Stewart did bring to my notice, just before
the House met, the fact that certain papers
are missing, and I observe that they have been
removed from the file onl the ground that
they are of a confidential nature. I will have
the matter inquired into before the next sit-
ting of the House, and will then report.

PAPERS-STATE SAW-MILLS,
PROJECTED SALE.

Hon. 5. DUFFELIS (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.40]: I move-

That all papers connected with the pro-
posed sale of the State sawmills to a French
company he laid on the Table of the House.

The papers -ref erred to have already been laid
on the Table of another place, and I under-
stand that this Chamber may be called upon
to deal with the important question of the
sale of the State Sawmills. I understand
the Government themselves have no objection
to the p~rodction of the papers here, and I
consider it necessary that members of this
Chamber should have the benefit of perusing
.those papers, so that they may familiariso
themselves with all matters which have led
up to the present position of affairs. Not-
withstanding all the correspondence on the
subject which has appeared in the coluns
of the Press, and all the resolutions which
have been carried by various sections of the
commn]ity, I think that a perusal of thse
papers for which I am moving will enable bon.
memhers better to judge for themselves' as
to the advisableness or otherwise of selling
that State trading concern.

Th e HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. C. F.
Baxter-East) [4.41]: The Government are
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desirous of giving the House the fullest
information on this subject. The papers are
at present, as Mir, Duffel] has mentioned, on
the, Table of the Legislative Assembly; but
a full copy of the whole of them will he made
as speedily as possible and laid on the Table
of this Chamber.

Question put and passed.

BILL - KALGOORLIE FRIENDLY
SOCTETLiES INVESTMENT VALI-

- DATION.
In Committee.

Hon. S. F. Allen in the Chair; Hon. H.
Millington in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short -title.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: In orde-r to test
the feeling of the Committee I1 move an
amiendmlent-

That the words "Association of 'Kal-
goorie" be struck out.

The off ect of this amendment will be to
permit all friendly societies t6 he on . the
same level. Since we discussedl this Itill ves-
terday, I have made some inquiries at the
office of the Registrar of Friendly Societies.
I did not do so in any hostile spirit to the
friendly societies, because we all know the
good work they are doing. But if we vali.-
dlate this illega at which is admitted in
the preamble, what will be the position then?
The Bill will put the Registrar of Friendly
Societies right, and that is important from.
his point of view. 'But what will be the
position of other societies? Supposing a
society at Oeraldton wish to do what Kal-
goorlic has done, it will be acting illegally
and the registrar will object, but it would
ho' absurd for us to refuse to give a vali-
dating Act in that ease. Why cannot we
adopt a business-like course by making pro-
vision which will permit other societies to
act similarly? This measure is liable to put
us in a very foolish position. I anm not ques-
tioning the procedure which should be
adopted, but there is a file in connection
with this matter andi, whoa the registrar pro-
duced it, I declined to look at it, because one
cannot be too careful about using files which
the Minister might object to members seeing.
Still, I think we should be permitted to see
the file and ascertain the exact position of
affairs. I -wish to help the friendly societies
but, at the same time, we must protect our-
selves and not put the chemists or the geit-
oral public ink a false position. The amend-
nient will mecan a re-drafting of the Bill,
but the effect will be merely to hold up the
measure in order that other friendly socie-
ties might be put on the samne footing.

Hon. J, Ewing: Have other societies done
the same thing?

lion. A. SANDERSON: We are at vari-
ance with regard to the facts. We were told
that the dispensary at Kalgoorlie is not sell-
iiig to the outside public, but the chemists
say it is. Mr. Cornell told us that not a

protest had been made by the Boulder or
Kalgoorlie chemists. .

Hon. J. Cornell: I told you I had heard of
nlone.

B oa. A. SAN DERSON: I took it the hon,
memuber would have heard if there had been
any. Whatever the statement is, it is contra-
dlicted. by the registrar of the pharmacy
Council.

[lHon. J1. Cornell: lie might have received
o]IC.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I want 'to kt LOW
if there have been any protests. The. regis-
trar of the pharmacy council says this dis-
piensary is competing with the chemists, and
this, if not cont 'rary to the letter, is certainly
contrary to the spirit of the Friendly Socie-
ties Act. In Perth no one, unless he be a
minmber of a friendly society, can buy so
much as a bottle of castor-oil from the
friendly societies' dispensary.

Hen. J. Cornell: Would not the amend-
mnent make the 'Bill valueless?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The hon. mem-
ber should net say I wish to make the Bill

Hon. J. Cornell: You might do so uninten-
tionally.

Hon. A. SANDJERSON,: All the friendly
societies shouldl be put on the same footing.

Hon. J. Cornell: Your intentions might
not he sound.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
not interrupt. He will have an opportunLity
to discuss the amendment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I merely wish l0
put other friendly societies on an equal
f ooting.

Eon. H. MILLINGTON:- Mr. Sanderson
assured me thitt he does not wish to kill the
Bill. The measure is introduced for a specific
purpose and affects one particular organisa-
tion. We are not dealing with supposititious
cases. The only societies we are concerned
about are those at Kalgoorlie. There will be
no sense in the Bill if the reference to the
very friendly societies concerned is struck
out. The hon. member proposes to validate
something that other friendly societies have
not dlone. They do not require any white-
washing. The amendment will render the
Bill utterly opposed to commonsense, and
will provide an open invitation to other socie-
ties to infringe the Act.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON': Mr. Sanderson
shudbe credited with the most laudable

of intentions but, if the amendment is ear-
ried, the Bill might as 'well be withdrawn.
The Bill has been introduced for a particular
purpose ito strike, out the vital words
would necessitate the introduction of a now
Bill, and T doubt whether we should be able
to consider it. Before we validate an act
of a particuilar body we should know the
facts very fully.

Hon. A. SANTFlRSON: The object is to
explain to the Committee what they are
doing if they pass the clause as it stands,
Private members are copying the example of
the Government by bringing us into the
position that we will have no alternative
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but to put through a piece of foolish legisla-
tion. This will not reflect credit on our
workmanship or our knowledge. I sin not
going to do anything more than to make a
protest and to say that' the Bill should not
have been introduced in the form in which
we have it before us. if the hon.. member
will give me an assurance that he will ac-
cept the amendment which Dr. Saw out-
lined at the previous sitting, I will with-
draw mine and say no more about it.

Hlon. J. J. Holmes: What would be the
effeht of your amendment?

Hon. A. SANDERSON. It would give
time to the mover to reconsider the whole
position and give us time to get the papers,
which would enable us to see what we were
doing.

Hon. J. Cornell: And we can discnss the
Bill next session.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It may be news
to the hon. member that this matter has
been going on for five years. It was dis-
covered four years ago by the Registrar of
Friendly Societies and if it remained in abey-
ance for another 12 months no harm would
be done.

Hon. S. EWING: Is it competent for me
to move that the Bill be referred to a select
committee?

The OHATIRMAN: No; at this stage it is
too late. That course should have been
taken when the second reading was passed.

Hon. 3. EWING: I am very sorry for
that. I would ask the hon. member in
charge of the Bill. to agree to report pro-
gress, so that we may get the Registrar's
report and peruse it. 'If it were possible to
refer tile matter to a select committee we
could get over the whale difficulty.

Hon. J1. J. HOLMES: I suggest that the
bon. member in charge of the Bill accepts
the advice tendered by Mr. Ewing. I1 amn
certain it is the desire of the House to dlo
what is right. This is only a small measure
and it can be considered at any time,' and
with. the information that Mr. Sanderson
has asked for, hon. memibers would be in a
better position to deal with the Bill early
next week.

Hon. H., MILLDitGTON: The bill is a
very simple one but Mr. Sanderson is en.
deavouring to shroud it ini mystery. He has
endleavoured to cast suspicion on the BiUl-I
do n1ot kcnow in whose interests. The mat-
ter has not been dealt with hurriedly at all.
It was introduced in another place on the
27th August. The facts were stated and
published. So far as a select committee is
concerned, the main witnesses would have to
be brought from Kalgoorlie. I do not know
whether that would suit the Government.
All they could tell us would be what the
Registrar is well aware of. The Registrar
can give hon. members any information they
desire. The Friendly Societies' Association
acted in a straightforward manner and ac-
cepted the advice of the Registrar. Why,
then, this attempt to show that something
is being done in an underhand manner? If
Mr. Sanderson has -any direct charge to

make, let him make it straight out and not
give the impression that he could. a tale
unfold.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The postion is
quite clear. We do not require a select com-
mittee. I only want hon. members to uin-
derstand what they are doing. Prom my
way of looking at this affair, we are doing
a slovenly piece of work if we pass the 'Bill
as it stands.

Tile CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
the Bill; we are discussing the title.

gon. A. SANDERSON: I am speaking a.
a professional politician for the general pnb-
lieq

Hon. J. Cornell: Professional?
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes, and I amn

proud of the profession, and I ame trying to
turn out good work. I have my responsibili-
ties as one representing a certain section of
the community and proud to consider himself
a, professional politician interested in his
profession. I am not going to let this pass
without making a protest.

Amnendnment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2-Validation of investments of
society.

Ron. Dr. A. J. H. SAW: I indicated Yes-
terday what I thought would clear up any
little doubt there might be in. regard to the
clause. I move an amendnient-

That after "company'' in line 2 the
words ''to the extent of 300 contributing
shares and 500 fully paid up shares'' be
inserted.
Hon. J. MILLINGTON: The amendment

appears to be clear. At the same time I am
atfraid 'it would net prove as definite as the
mover ix~itends. The actual share capital held
by the Kalgoerlie Friendly Societies Asso-
ciation is 500 fully paid up shares and 300
contributing shares. The total amount of
the share capital called up is £800, and the
balance of the share capital has been paid
out of the profits of the company. It is
scarcely fair to ask me to accept the amend-
ment, because I am net quite sure that if
would not inflict a hardship upon the Kal-
goorlie Friendly Societies Association. They
have elan an interest in the £950 paid to-
wards the share capital out of profits.
Therefore, it may be that this definite
amendment, if agreed to, would affect tme
interests of the friendly societies, seeing
that they were partners in the business dur-
ing the last five years when profits to that
amount were made, and seeing also that the
original holder has been paid 950 out of
the profits. I cannot admit that all thea in-
terest the Friendly Societies Association have
in the business is comprised in the terms of
the amendment.

Hon. T1. Nicholson: What is the total
capitalI

Haft. J. 3'ULINGTON: The price paid
fur the business was £Z1,600, which with in-
terest maide aL total amount of £1,750.
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H on. A. J. H., SA'W: I took these figures
from the circulars supplied by the secretary
of thle Kalgoorlie friendly societies. From
-that circular I learn that the Kalgoorlie
Friendly Societies Association is simply a
shareholder in the X£ Kelly Coy., Ltd.,
-bolding .300 contributing shares and 500
fully paid up shares, and is one of 60 share-
holders. I do not wish to embarrass the
Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies Association. I
simply wish that it shall be made clear that
we are validating one act of the Friendly
Societies Association 'of Kalgoorlie. I do
not wish them to put any more money into
the enterprise nor to make this a precedent.

Hon. Jr. CORNELL: There is no need for
the amendmient. The Kalgoorlie Friedly
Societies Association have incurred certain
liabilities- 1 assume that upon assent being
given to the Act, the action of the Kalgoor-
lie Friendly Societies Association will be
validated. That will be the end of it. The
clause dues not empower them to tak up
any more shares.

Hon. J. Ewing: They could talre them up
in thle meantime.

Hon,. 3. CORNELL: The clause gives
them no power to make fuirther investments
than they have already made. Why should
we insert words which may conflict with the
comlpany law under which' the company is
working I The clausp will not permit them
to go eny fuartber than they have gone.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I eia fully: ap-
preciate the refusal of the hon. mnemuber in
charge of the Bill to accept the amendment.
I do not feel inclined to support the amend-
ment myself, because it would not 'have -the
effect of spragging the wheel, but would
simply have the effect of making this Com-
mittee 'a work appear' worse than it is now
likely to do when it is, fiished. It has never
been suggested that anything' improp&s has
been going on: Neither the proposer nor
the member in charge of the Bill 'can tell .us
the position of the 'company. The friendly
Societies have committed an illegal act by
investing funds in a chemist's shop. It
would not make the slighest differbinee inregard to the illegality of the act if they had
invested their money in a bootmaker's inop.
The other point of view is not the amount
of the actual investment, but the fact that
this is a chemist's business, and when we have
a chemist's business and a friendly societies'
business, it does not matter whether they can
nut £6 or £500 into it. The point in regard
to the chemist's businiess9 is not the amlount
of money, but whether they can go into the
business of supplying medicines to themselves
as wvell as to the general public.

The. CHAIRMAN: I ask the heon, member
to confine his remarks to the amendment. It
is; not a question of the class cit business to
be engaged in.

. Bon. A. SANDERSON: If the amend-
mnent were carried, it would -not give what the
lion, member wishes. He is not certain of
-his facts and there is no one in the Charhher
who can give us proper information. I do
-not see how he can expect us to support him.

Hion. J. J, HOLMES: The point appears
to ic to be that the Knlgoorlie friendly
societies have collected funds from their mem-
bers for a specific purpose. As to the amount
of the funds, this Committee has iio know-
ledge, nor as to whether they have bought
shares on the time payment system and have
-invested more money than they have lands
to provide for. It is np' w proposed to nsk,
not the members of the society, but Parlia-
ment, which knows nothing whatever about it,
to ratify the action which has been taken.
I2 urge upon the hon, member to report pro-
gress so that wre may see the file. If I can
get further information and am satisfied wvith
it 'I will support the Bill.

*-Hon. J. W. iTIRWAN: I ask Dr. Saw not
to proceed with his amcendme]nt. He wishes
to take a particciar sentence from the cir-
cular wve have received and embody it in
the Bill, I do not see what object call be
gailed by putting it in. The Attorney Gen-
eral has supported thie Bill -and the J.egistrar
of. Friendly Societies is satisfied with it. Mr.
Millington has also put the matter clearly
before us. What purpose can he served by
the amendnment I do not know. Thle Bill does
nut affect any future investments, but only
affects the investments actually made by tlhese
friendly- societies.

lion. H. MILLTNGTON: I have nio desire
to rush thbe Bill through, or prevenit hion.
,members from mnaking any inquiries they
may wish to make. The clause is definite on
the point that the Bill is to validate some-
thing which has been done by the Friendly
Societies Association. I think reference to
the file will satisfy hon. members as to the
exact interests the friendly societies hold. It
is apparently the wish of hon. members, how-
ever, that progress should be -reported, and
I1 am quite willing that this should be done.

[The President resumed the Chair.J

Progress reported.

* MION-TRAkDE WITH STRAITS
SETTLEMAENTS AND JAVA,

Debate resumed fromn the 30th September
on the following motion by Hon. J. Dtiffell:
That in the opinion of this House, in view off
the necessity for the encouragement of pro-
diiction by the provision of adcqnd~te miar-
kets, it is advisable that the Government take
steps to develop trade and commerce bet*een
this State aud the Straits Settlements andi
Java.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER (Hon. 0. F.
Baxter-East) ES.40 1: The importanc1e of the
motion is fully recognised. The report
made by the Hon. Mr. Kingsinill in July,
1917, is most interesting and informative,
and has been fully appreciated by the Gov-
ernment. It is also of great value to the
producers of the State. With the restora-
tion of normal shipping facilities, Western
Australia can look forward to a good trade
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with the Straits Settlements and Java. We
enjoy the happy position, geographically
speaking, of being the nearest State to
those markets, and we should avail our-
selves of the opportunities thereby offered.
The main lines of export will probably be
flour and meat. There are also large fields
for manufactured products, including manu-
factured foods and dried and preserved
fruits, that can be supplied under the best
conditions from this State. There are cer-
tain firms doing good business already with
the Islands, particularly Messrs. Plaistowe
and Co., and Messrs. Mills & Ware, both of
them dealing with manufactured food lines.
I understand that in their operations they
have aimed, not only at sending the best
of these lines, but preparing commodities
suitable for the consumers in the Islands,
which seems to be a very great factor in
their -success. As the islanders become
greater consumers of meat, an extension in
our meat trade should be brought about.
The Government are making extensive in-
quiries regarding the disposal of the pro-
ducts of the Wyndharm Meat Works, which
are situated not far from the Islands. I
have looked up a few figures regarding the
stock export to Singapore and Java. In
1912 cattle to the value of £19,257, and
sheep to the value of £,10,942 were ex-
ported; and in 1917 the figures were, cattle
£13,381, horses £800, and sheep £2,016. In
1918 the figures were, cattle £218, horses
£1,700, and. sheep £8,817. The rent falling
off sl~ewn is due to the fact that shipping
facilities were not offering, but in that
respect matters are improving every month.
We have also established a good trade in
flour with the islands. In respect of that
trade, the Government do not claim any
credit. The persons to be thanked for that
trade are Messrs. Thomas & Co., and.
Messrs. Ockerby & Co. Both firms are re-
presented in the islands, and have done a
great deal to promote the export of West-
era Australian flour there. There is an
order now in hand for 4,000 odd tons of
flour, and the steamer which carries that
order will also have a consignment of 2,000.
sheep. Notwithstanding the restricted
freight facilities, there has been a rapid in-
crease in the export of floor from Western
Australia to that market. In 1907 our ex-
port of flour to the islands totalled 2,464
tons, in 1912, 4,666 tons, and in 1918, 13,829
tons;-aud during this current year'there has
been about 22,000 tons exported. The flour
now being supplied is manufactured from
wheat purchased at s. per bushel, so that
the return to the growers of this State is
very good.

Hon. V. R-amersley :But the Eastern
States have stopped that trade now.

The HONORARY MIfNISTER: The East-
ern States have not stopped the export of
flour -to Java or the Straits Settlements.
The Australian, Wheat Board has not even
stopped parcel shipments of flour, but only
full shipments 'to Mediterranean ports. The
demand from~ the islands and from India

for our fruits is expected to increase
largely. The possibilities of such a develop-
ment have been carefully watched. A few
mnths ago, being in charge of the Agricul-
tural Department, I sent half a dozen
sample cases of apples to India. I feel sure
that when the quality of our fruits becomes
known in India and the islands there will
be a big sale for them in those markets.

Ron. J. Nicholson: If only six eases were
sent, not many people would taste the
apples.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There ap-
pears to be a disposition to treat the sub-
ject with levity, but I assure the House
that I took care to consign those half dozen
cases to a very good commercial man, who
wilt make the best use of them. It was
only with considerable difficulty that the
officers of my department were able to
obtain samples of the various kinds of
apples that were needed. According to the
information given me by the Forestry De-
partment, there appears to be very little
opening for our tinbers in the islands. The
Forests Department write as follows on the
point-

There does not appear to be any hope
of opening up a profitable trade in timber
with 6ither the Straits Settlements or the
iDutch East Indies. There are undoubt-
edly possibilities for opening up markets
for some Western Australian products in
the islands, but it cannot be hoped that
timber wifl find a place amongst these
products.

In the development of these markets, two
golden rifles will have to be observed. The
first is that we must see that the quality of
the article we export is good, and the
second is that we must suit the require-
ments of our prospective customers. Many
persons appear to be of the opinion that
the inhabitants of the islands are not
wealthy. That is a great -mistake. Mr.
Kingemil'sa report has already shown the
error of such a view. 'What may be termed
the wealthy population of the islands ex-
ceeds in number the total population of
Australia. It must not be thought that we
can send second class products to that
market. This impression has already done
a great deal of harm to various lines of
Western Australian goods. One shipment
of goods, I know, was lying in the islands
for some months, and could not be disposed
of because it was not suitable for the trade.

Ron. 5. Duffell: Do the Forestry Depart-
meat report unfavourably as to the prospects
of exporting our timbers to Java?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is the,
view they take at present. The Government
fully recognise the value of the general trade
that awaits Western Australian producers
in those markets, and are anxious to do all
they can towards developing the trade. As
regards the appointment of a trade comn-
mission~r, I cannot give Mr. Duffell a definite
answer now. I may say that I dismxissed that
matter with Mr . .Kingsmill on his return
from the islands. I will bring it before my
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colleagues again. Every consideration. is now
being given, and will in the future be given,
to the capturing of the very valuable trade
which should be established with the Straits
Settlemients and Java.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTEN\OOM (North)
[5.56]: After the instructive speeches dpliv-
ered by the proposer of this motion and by
the Honorary Minister, it is not necessary for
mue to say much. TPhe matter is specially in-
teresting to me because I happen to be
acting Consul for the Netherlands, and Java
is part of the Dutch nation's possessions.
When the Consul General in Melbourne re-
quested me to take the office, he gave me
distinctly to understand that he did not wish
me to carry out the ordinary duties of a
consul, signing a few letters and sending
round a few circulars, but that hie wished Die,
if possible, to cultivate the most friendly
relations between the two peoples with a view
to developing trade between the two locali-
ties.

Hon. J. Cornell: He could not have made
a happiet choice in that respect.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: In addi-
tion, he snid he hoped that I would at the
earliest opportunity take a trip to the Dutch
East Indies, when he would~ furnish mue with
introductions, and db everything in his power
to assist me. Nothing would give see greater
pleasure than to undertake at all events that
part of the consul's duties. We have at our
doors almost, an enormous population of
working people who produce various neces-
saries and luxuries of life of which we can
very well avail ourselves. On the other hand
we produce many things required by those
people. That phase of the matter was re-
ferred to in detail by -Mr. Baxter just now.
Were it not for what I call our mischievous
legislation in connection with sugar, wre might
at the present moment be importing sugar at
a reasonable price and in a~ commercial 'nan-
ner. I spoke of certain legislation as mis-
chievous for this reason, that it is inad-
visable as well as harmful that we should
protect and foster an industry which cannot
be carried on economically in Australia by
white people, whilst we can get sugar at our
doors very much cheaper. And not only that;
but we could exchange for the sugar -other

commodities that we produce ourselves. Let
us extend our reflections a little by imagin-
ing that we ate importing sugar at fairly
cheap rates into this State: look at the in-
dustries we would have in the way of fruit
preserving and jam-making. - At present a
great deal of fruit goes to waste here.
Though timber, for some reason with which

Iam not familiar, seemis to be barred, we
can send to Java flour and meat. But if we
export those commodities, we must be pre-
pared to take something in exchange for
them. We cannot expect those people to pay
us in gold. I feel confident that if the trade
could be developed it would be to the mutual
advantage of both peoples, and not the least
advantage, I think, would be ours. If we

could obtain from Java cheap sugar and some
other commodities produced there, and ship
in return our meat, our flour, our wool, Bnd
our preserves and wines-all of the very best
quality-I think it would be advantageous
to both parties. Although I have been per-
sonally prevented from paying a visit to the
Dutch East lndies, a visit which both the
Consul General and I think might be of ad-
vantage to Western Australia, I am pleased
to have been forestalled by an ambassador
wit], even greater powers of making known the
good qualties and advantages of Western
Australian products. I refer to our Presi-
dent, who took a trip to the Malay States.
We have all read his report, and I am exceed-
ingly sorry that to-day, owing to the position.
he holds,.Mr. Kingmill is unable or unwilling
-1 do not know which-to contribute to this
debate and afford the House a great deal of
light and information. In the circumstances
I have very much pleasure in supporting the
motion, and I congratulate Mr. Duffell on
having brought it forward.

On motion by Hon. ,.T. Cornell debate ad--
journed.

BILL-DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
In Cbommittee.

Resumed from the previons dlay. Hon. .
F. Allen in the Chair; Hon. J1. Nicholson in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 7-Amendinejit of Section 28 of
principal Act:

Hon. I. WV. Kiran had moved an amend-
nment.-" That the following be added to the
clause:-' And is further 'amended by adding
at the end- of paragraph (d) the following
proviso :-rovided that the insanity of a
wife, when such insanity is the result of
pregnancy, childbirth, or lactation, shall be
no ground for a petition for dissolution of
marriage on the part of the husband.'"

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have brought
the hon. member's amendment before the
women's organisations and hs~ve received the
following letter:-

On behalf of the members of the above
orgaznatlions,i we desire to make it clear
that we omsder provision should be made
for divorce in cases of incurable insanity
after five years. Whatever the causes of
incurable inaanity umight be, the result is
the samte to those most concerned.

The women most concerned, with the lion.
member's anendmemnt are desirous that it
should not be inserted in the Bill.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I1 am extremely
disappointed that the women's organiizations
should take that view of this important
amendment. I have the* greatest respectV for
the lndies responsible for that document, and
the organisations they represent, but . aun
convinced that, if the mnatter were placed
before the women of Western Australia they
would not take the same view.

lion. A. Sanderson: What organisations
were they?
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Hon. J. W. KIRWAN:- I would like to
know when they met.

Hon. J. Nicholson: To-day.
I-Ion. J, W. KIRWAN: J can hardly con-

coive it possible that tini women of Western
Au s tralia. would take, that view. Is a woman
'to 'be punished because she has fathfully
performed her duties as a wife? Is not she
punished sufidently by suffering from in-
sanity? Is further punishment to be ha.-
p~osed on her because of her fidelity to the
piarriage arrangement by permitting the
liusband to cast her off? It is positively
cruel, and I amt opposed to anything of the
kind. This is a most important question;
,hevcral members have left .for their homes,
ilud it would be most unfair to send the
*amendinent to a divisioh in such a thin
House. I hope progress will be reported.

lion. A. SANDIIRSONl: Is the iniforma-
tion I sought last night, regarding the law
in other States, available 9 I am fighting the
Bill on one principle and that is on what is
done in other parts of Australia.

Hon, J1. NICHOLSON: I agreed to re-
port progress last night to enable Mr. San-
derson to ascertain all the information he re-
quired. The duty to provide it does not de-
volve upon mie. We are here to consider our
own legislation, not the legislation of the
other States.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am more than
satisfied with the answer. The mnember in
charge of this important Bill does not know
the position in the other States,' but wishes
to throw on me and on' other members of
the Conmmittee the onus to ascertain it; if
I, ever take. charge of a Bill I hope I shall
he able to answer anj' reasonable question.
This is a reasonable question, aid the him.
member professes himself ignorant on it.

Hon. 3T. W. KIRWAN: Does the leader
of the Honse propose to sit after teat

TChe"Honorary Minister: No.
Han. J.- Ivy KIRWAN: Then I suggest

that py-ogress be reppted. I have a mejieal
book which I do 'not *vish to start reading
nd6w bunt'if the points it contains were
brought before the Corn rifte, they would
have an iinpoitant bearing on this disciis-
sioli. Thle work is by Blaadfnrd and is3 en-
titled "Insanity and its treatment:.

.Hon. J. NYCHOLS9ON: 'It is not fair
of - the hon. nisibei to ask for further de-
lay. Every opportunity has been givean.to
miake the fullest inquiries, and hie should be
satisfied with the dlecision. of the women.lf on. J1. W. KIRWA.N: What organisa-
tions. ware represented 'by the ladies who
sent the letter?

Hoeu. J. Nicholson: Thu Womnen's Service
Guild and thle W.O.T.U.

HaIL J. W. KT.RWAN:- Have these or-
ganisntious communicauted with thle ladies in

myprovine? T can hiardly _believo that they
linve coininuniented with the women through-
ovt the State during this mornilt. Evidently
a few ladies inet together as' an executive
ndi expressed this opinion'. With all duoi re-

spe4 to. themn, E amn quite convinced they do
not repreadmit the views of the women of this

State. If thq amendment is not agreed to,
there will be some justification for the state-
meat frequently made. in opposition to man-
made-law. It is a provision uinder which
women will receive first consideration, aid
it is our duty to give them first considera-
tion,.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you expect to carry
the -amendment by stonewalling tactics?

FHnn. J. W. KIIWA-N: I would like the
lion. member to explaiin what he means. It
is unfair to have to take a division on such
anl im1portant question in such a hin H1ouse.
I know of no instance where such an im-
portanit question has been decided on a
Thursday afternoon in a thin House.

[The President resumned the Chair.)

Progress reported.

.flovso adjouerned at 6.16 p.mn.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at I.UO
Imlni., and rend prayers.

QUJESTtO N-0.fiE3] SETTTAlEMk lNTI
',PANGIN1- DISTRIT.'.

M1r. ORTEPITHS nekeul the Premier: ,1,
How muany dlifferent appilicationis have been
Made by- retturnedl soldliers in thle dfistict
coveredl by the .Dangizi local repatriation
ebunu11ittee? 9 Iloew 111eN of thinse aup)Jlica-
tions have been approved by the Soldier
Settlement Board end how inany refused?
.9, How longA wais iiispeetor Sngdlen a residlent
of this State lie-fore lie enlisted, and u-hat
were the tpuanlifieatiomis on which he was ap-
pointed as landst inspector?

The PREN] IE replied: J., I-nformlation. is
ret avail able, hut canl he obtained after cent.
liulncation with the local comnnittec. 2,
A 1s4 vare..by 'No. 1. 3, We have ino atorna-
tine as to actulal dlate of Inspector Sugdee'ls
a~rrival iii Westera Australia. He lund five
vynr, 'practical experience in pioneering in
the(. uvliat heft-lie took up landI in Lathaml
in 19..He has a leowle dge of rough stir-
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